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 The Department supports this measure, provided it does not impact the 

Department’s priorities identified in the Executive Budget request. Thank you for the 

opportunity to testify on this measure.  
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TESTIMONY  

 
COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE AND ENVIRONMENT 

  
March 13, 2023  

1:15 Pm  
Conference Room 224 

 
HB 609 HD2 

RELATING TO AGRICULTURE  
 

  
Chair Gabbard, Vice Chair Richards, and Members of the Committee:  
  

Maui County Farm Bureau (MCFB) appreciates this opportunity to testify on this 
important issue.  MCFB is a general agriculture advocacy organization representing farm and 
ranch families and organizations on the island of Maui.    

 
MCFB strongly supports HB 609 HD2, which appropriates funds to the Department of 

Agriculture for three full-time equivalent (3.0 FTE) inspectors to perform meat inspection 
services. 

 
Food Safety is a priority for a healthy community.  Inspection of livestock prior to 

slaughter is a critical step to ensuring safety of our food supply.  States across the nation had 
meat inspection capacity in addition to those provided by the Federal government.  During 
the economic downturn, states, including Hawaii, eliminated these positions wholly relying 
on Federal inspection capacity.  

 
Over the years, small ranches raising a variety of animals have become commonplace 

and states are realizing the need for local capacity in addition to Federal capacity.  This is a 
link to Oregon that just restored their state inspection capacity.  

 
https://www.capitalpress.com/state/oregon/oregon-lawmakers-approve-state-meat-

inspection-to-strengthen-local-meat/article_19bd2b48-b645-11ea-95d0-8fbfd152f006.html  
 
Maui has an axis deer problem.  Sale of venison can be expanded with increased 

inspection capacity.  This provides one of the steps needed for a long term solution.  
 

Thank you for this opportunity to provide our opinion on this matter.  Please contact 
Warren Watanabe at 8082819718 if there are any questions.  
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HB-609-HD-2 

Submitted on: 3/11/2023 11:49:22 AM 

Testimony for AEN on 3/13/2023 1:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Alan Gottlieb 
Testifying for Ponoholo 

Ranch Limited 
Support 

Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Please support this bill 

 



Aloha Chair Gabbard, Vice Chair Richards, and Members of the Senate Agriculture
and Environment Committee,

The Hawaii Farmers Union United (HFUU) is a 501(c)(5) agricultural advocacy
nonprofit representing a network of over 2,500 family farmers and their supporters
across the Hawaiian Islands. HFUU supports HB609.

This bill provides essential funding to the Department of Agriculture that will go
towards the salaries of three full-time  inspectors for meat inspection services, thus
ensuring the safety and quality of our agricultural outputs.

This investment will open up markets for farmers and ranchers, and it is sure to bring
more economic opportunity and security. This bill would really be a win-win for
everyone involved in the agricultural industry, from producers and entrepreneurs to
consumers.

These critical services are vital for ensuring that the citizens of Hawaii can purchase
and consume safe, nutritious and healthy meat products. Our farmers and ranchers
need to trust that all livestock, poultry and rabbit meat sold in Hawaii is safe and has
been inspected for defects and abnormalities. HB 609 helps to ensure that our food
industry here in Hawaii is well regulated and held to the highest standards. We
consider this bill to be essential in order to protect and promote the health, safety and
wellbeing of our state and its citizens.

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify.

Kaipo Kekona, President HFUU/HFUF
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HB-609-HD-2 

Submitted on: 3/10/2023 9:00:55 PM 

Testimony for AEN on 3/13/2023 1:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Dana Keawe Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Support 

 



HB-609-HD-2 

Submitted on: 3/11/2023 2:36:43 PM 

Testimony for AEN on 3/13/2023 1:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Aileen K . F. Yeh Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Insufficient  number of inspectors has always been a bottleneck. 

 



HB-609-HD-2 

Submitted on: 3/11/2023 8:47:33 PM 

Testimony for AEN on 3/13/2023 1:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Theresa M Thompson Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support this Bill. 

Theresa Thompson 

 



HB-609-HD-2 

Submitted on: 3/12/2023 6:50:01 AM 

Testimony for AEN on 3/13/2023 1:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Woody Child Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support HB609 relating to Agriculture. 

 



HB-609-HD-2 

Submitted on: 3/12/2023 1:13:08 PM 

Testimony for AEN on 3/13/2023 1:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Janet Ashman Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I strongly support this measure. 

Thank you. 

 







HB-609-HD-2 

Submitted on: 3/12/2023 8:37:36 PM 

Testimony for AEN on 3/13/2023 1:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Randy Cabral Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Strong support  

 



HB-609-HD-2 

Submitted on: 3/12/2023 9:11:27 PM 

Testimony for AEN on 3/13/2023 1:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jari S.K. Sugano Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

This bill is needed to support our livestock industry. I strongly support.  
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